"Ski News"
April 2020
Message from the President of Austin Skiers
Planning has already begun for the 2021 Ski Season!

Our Austin Skiers’ 2020 ski season came to a close mid-March
with the Texas Ski Council Sun Valley trip. In looking at the
photos on our Austinskiers.org website you can see those
attending the Sun Valley TSC trip truly enjoyed themselves and
the fun activities it had to offer. Many thanks to Sylvia Blaire, Trip
Chair for Austin Skiers and Jane Dueease, TSC Trip Coordinator
for leading this very successful ski trip!
It was very unfortunate – actually downright terrifying – that
COVID-19 was also present in Sun Valley, Idaho. At least 10 Sun
Valley trip participants throughout the various TSC clubs were

diagnosed with the virus and are now recovering. We have 3
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Valley trip participants throughout the various TSC clubs were
diagnosed with the virus and are now recovering. We have 3
confirmed with a 4th likely (waiting for test results) Austin Skiers
who tested positive for the virus. Several more participants from
Austin and other TX ski clubs had milder flu-like symptoms
consistent with COVID-19 but did not meet the criteria to be
tested. We are all very grateful the outcome was not worse than it
was.
Overall, our 2020 trips have been successful. Results from followup trip surveys provided us with great insight as to what members
want us to consider when planning for 2021 and beyond. Your
input is valuable, and we appreciate you taking time to respond to
each Post Trip Survey when it was sent. I also want to recognize all
of our Austin Skiers leaders - our board members and our trip
leaders - for their dedication to keeping our social organization
going strong and staying positive even during stressful times like
this.
Our ski club will continue to follow CDC’s recommendations to
reduce the risk of transmission of this life-threatening virus. We
have stopped our Happy Hours, meetings and activities until it is
safe. We are researching ways to connect our members through
web conferencing, and we will continue to keep you posted.
Until then, please take care of yourself and do your best to stay
healthy and positive while US and world health experts work to
reduce the spread of this terrible pandemic. You all are in our
thoughts.
Please be safe & stay well...Jackie Bayly

Jackie Bayly, President: President@austinskiers.org

____________________________________________________

Remaining Trip Line-Up for 2020
Summer/Fall Expedition: New Zealand Oct 13-24, 2020
(Pre-trip: Australia/Post-trip:Fiji)
<<SOLD OUT - Register on Wait List>>

Proudly partnering with the Texas Ski Council (TSC)
Visit Texas Ski Council for more information

Please take time to review our trip policies, which include cancellation
information.
We encourage our members going on our trips to consider trip insurance for
those unexpected emergencies before or during your trip. Here is a link for
more information on Trip Insurance.
_________________________________________________________

Austin Skiers Nominating Committee Report
The 2020 Nominating Committee consisted of six Austin Skiers members with
Priscilla Johnson serving as chair. Other committee members included:
Jackie Bayly, ML Goetschel, Steve Knouse, Holly Ice, and Jan Lebourgeois.
Each committee member was tasked with reaching out to various club
members during trips, happy hours and club meetings to share information
about officer positions and gauge their interest in serving.
Our committee met to review all prospects and a slate was presented to the
board in March. The following slate was approved by the board and will be
presented at the Austin Skiers Annual Meeting on Tuesday, May 12.
* President - Tim Atkinson
* VP Trips - Elisabeth Poigin
* VP Trip Planning - Tere Mayne
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* Treasurer - Steve Knouse
* Secretary - Mary Jo Humphreys
* VP Communications - Gary Armstrong
* VP Programs - Lara Pavanelli
* VP Special Activities - Mary Lisa Goetschel
* Director - Jackie Bayly

________________________________________
TRIP PLANNING

Even though the Texas Ski Council cancelled the Bid Meeting, the
Pre-Select Committee narrowed down the 60 odd proposals to just
20. The trips under consideration are:
Summer 2021:

Black Sea Cruise-Grand Circle (14-days Budapest to Bucharest,
Hungry
Greece-Globus (8-day Athens around the country, back to Athens via
bus
Lyon & Provence River Cruise-Winter Ski (8-day cruise Avignon to
Lyon)
Poland-Mayflower (9 days Gdansk to Karkow by bus
Russia-Collette (9 days Moscow to St. Petersburg)
Traditional 2022:

Winter Expedition 2022:

Heavenly-Winter Ski

Antarctica-Globus

Park City-Winter Ski

Solden, Austria-Winter Ski

Beaver Creek-Sports America Solden, Austria-Holidaze
Park City-Sports America
Winter Shootout 2022:

Zell em See, Austria-Holidaze
Final Showdown 2022:

Beaver Creek-Sports America Lake Tahoe-SkiGroup.net
Telluride-Sports America

Mammoth-Sports America

Heavenly-Winter Ski

Taos-Resort

The Trip Planning Committee will continue to request proposals
for the 2021 ski season. So far, we have requested proposals for
Taos, Sun Peaks, Heavenly and Winter Park. Also, under
consideration are Jackson Hole, Whistler, Copper Mtn, Telluride,
Cottonwood Canyons, Ireland, Alaska, and British Isle Cruise.
In addition, we have these TSC trips planned for 2021: Snowmass
Jan 16-23, and Lake Louise Mar 13-20 (during Austin ISD Spring
Break).
So, stay tune for more information about Austin Skiers Trips for
2021. If you have a suggestion for a location to visit or a comment
about the resorts or trips listed above, please send me an email at:
tripplanning@austinskiers.org. I want to hear from you.

Tere Mayne, VP Trip Planning:tripplanning@austinskiers.org
________________________________________
2020 Trips Update
The Post-Trip party is now tentatively scheduled for June 14. We will
continue to monitor the CDC guidelines & local health officials insofar
as gatherings of large crowds.

We have scheduled a Sonoma Wine Tasting trip for August 24 of
this year. The board is discussing whether to continue with these
plans and the number of trips we offer for the next year.

Elisabeth Poigin, VP Trips: Trips@austinskiers.org
__________________________________________________________________

SAVE THE DATES
* Annual Business Meeting: May 12 (Virtual-details to follow)
* Trip Presentation Meeting: August 16 (details to follow)

Lara Pavanelli, VP Programs: Programs@austinskiers.org
__________________________________________________________

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic all Happy Hours and Activities have
been cancelled through April. We will advise everyone of a new schedule

been cancelled through April. We will advise everyone of a new schedule
once it is deemed safe to do so.

Mary L. Goetschel (ML), VP Special Activities Activities@austinskiers.org
_________________________________________________________

Proudly partnering with the
Texas Ski Council (TSC).
Visit Texas Ski Council for more information.

The Texas Ski Council is a member of the National Ski Council Federation.
Which means Austin Skiers are members and have some great benefits. Please
check them out and register at National Ski Council Federation.

When thinking of shopping for ski gear this season, remember to shop Sun &
Ski Sports. Please let their staff know Austin Skiers enjoy a 15% discount off
regular-priced items in the store. In addition, the staff will do
a basic ski/snowboard tune for 50% off. This discount cannot be combined
with other offers.
Check out their ski/snowboard bundles - goggles, ski poles, boot bags and snow
apparel! Follow them on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and other social media
sites listed on their website.

Jake Sullivan, Director: Director@austinskiers.org
_________________________________________________________

Message from the Membership/Communications Chair
Austin Skiers "active" membership stands at 499. We appreciate your
membership & participation in Austin Skiers - it is why we exist.
A number of our members include doctors, nurses and other medical
professionals who are going to work everyday on the front line to be there for
us when we need them during this pandemic. I want to send out a BIG Thank
You and a word of encouragement because each of you are not just doing
your job, but are professionals risking getting sick to take care of us. That's

what you do. There are countless others on the front line who have put in so
many hours to attend to our needs e.g., truck drivers, grocery store workers,
pharmacies, EMT/EMS, police & fire to name a few we need during this
pandemic. Know you are Very much Appreciated! We can't thank you enough!
Ski Magazine offers FIVE ways to "keep skiing alive" even when COVID-19 has
caused even when the resorts are closed.
Some of you may not know this, but we have a place for you to advertise your
business for FREE. If you're interested let me know. The advertising is only
viewable by members who are logged-in to Austin Skiers. You can find it under
Members/Business Networking.
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the Prime Minister of Japan
agreed on March 24 to postpone the XXXII Olympiad in Tokyo beyond 2020,
but no later than the summer of 2021. Since that announcement, all parties
have now agreed the "Olympics Games Tokyo 2020" will be held from July 23
to August 8, 2021. The Olympic flame will remain in Japan and the name of the
games will remain the same in a joint statement issued on March 24.
To re-emphasize, the board is discussing whether to move forward with the
Sonoma Wine Trip this summer (stay tuned for more info) along with our Fall
Trip to Australia/New Zealand and Fiji (FULL). For the Australia/NZ/Fiji
participants, please complete the survey Jackie sent out on March 29. The
deadline for completion is April 5. We also have two conference calls
scheduled - April 9 at 6pm and April 13 at Noon to discuss the trip. You only
need to participate in one. Jackie Bayly, Trip Chair, will send out dial-in details
to the participants soon.
We look forward to providing another GREAT year of ski, non-ski trips, special
activities and other social opportunities for you and your family to enjoy!
For those who are not members of Austin Skiers you may want to consider
joining this spring. By policy if you join anytime after March 1 your
membership will extend until the end of the membership year the following
year! This will allow you to participate in our summer/fall trip(s), since you
have to be a member to travel with the club.

Click here to renew your membership.
Like us at http://www.facebook.com/austinskiers

Gary Armstrong, VP Communications: Communications@austinskiers.org
_________________________________________________________
__________________________________

Executive Committee - Austin Skiers
Jackie Bayly - President
Elisabeth Poigin - VP Trips
Tere Mayne- VP Trip Planning
Lara Pavanelli- VP Programs
Gary Armstrong - VP Communications
Mary L. Goetschel - VP Special Activities
Steve Knouse- Treasurer
Steve Tatro - Secretary
Jake Sullivan - Director

______________________________
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